《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes – Galatians》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1

Not of men; not deriving my office from men. 

Neither by man; not appointed by man. Being about to contend against a fundamental error, he asserts in the strongest terms his full apostolical authority, and goes on to show that he has received not his office alone, but the gospel which he preaches directly from Christ. 

Verse 2

Christians in any house, town, or city who met together on the Lord’s day to worship him and observe his ordinances, were regarded by the apostles as in a sense a church of Christ. 

Verse 3

As Paul was chosen to be an apostle, and commissioned to preach the gospel, by Jesus Christ, and prayed to him as he did to the Father for the highest spiritual blessings, it is evident that he viewed him as divine. 

Verse 4

Who gave himself for our sins; he asserts at the outset the fundamental doctrine of redemption through Christ, in opposition to the Judaizing teachers, who taught the Galatians to seek salvation through the works of the law. 

Deliver us from this present evil world; from both its corruption and its misery. This he does by making us citizens of a better world, and thus enabling us to live above the present. 

Verse 6

Him that called you; God, who by Paul called them to embrace the gospel. 

Verse 9

Any plan of salvation except that of free grace, through faith in Christ, is opposed to the gospel, and they who preach it are in danger of an awful condemnation. 

Verse 10

For do I now persuade; seek to gain the favor of. As much as to say, Wonder not that I speak with such severity; for I seek not man’s friendship, but God’s. 

Verse 11

Not after man; not of human, but divine origin. 

Verse 12

I neither received it of man-was I taught it; lest the false teachers in Galatia should disparage Paul’s apostleship, as being only of a secondary character, he takes pains to show that he has received the doctrines which he preaches immediately from Christ. 

Verse 13

Conversation; manner of life. 

Verse 14

Profited; made progress. 

Equals; in age, standing, and privileges. 

Verse 15

Who separated me; set me apart from my birth for the work to which he afterwards called me. 

Verse 16

Reveal his Son in me; make known to me Jesus Christ, and lead me to believe on him. 

I conferred not with flesh and blood; took no counsel with men, and sought not instruction from them. 

Verse 17

Arabia; a country south of Damascus, a city of Syria. God assigns to all his people their appropriate work in life, and so orders events in his providence and grace as to fit them to perform it. 

Verse 21

Syria; a country north of Palestine. 

Cilicia; a province of Asia Minor, north-west of Syria. 

Verse 24

Glorified God in me; praised God for the change which he had wrought in me. When persecutors of Christ become his friends, and labor to promote the cause which before they sought to destroy, they strikingly manifest the grace of God, and furnish occasion for thanksgiving and praise. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
Fourteen years after; after his conversion, or after his journey to Jerusalem. Chap Galatians 1:18. 

Verse 2
By revelation; by direction of God. 

Run in vain; he stated what he had preached and done among the Gentiles to certain leading individuals, and not to the whole church, lest he should fail of the object he had in view. Acts 15:2. Ministers of the gospel, while they should preach Christ and him crucified as the only foundation of hope, should use all proper means to prevent misapprehensions, remove prejudices, and counteract influences which tend to hinder the success of their labors. 

Verse 3
Neither Titus-was compelled; or required to be circumcised. This showed, in direct opposition to the false teachers among the Galatians, that they did not consider circumcision needful. 

Verse 4
And that because of false brethren; as much as to say, This exemption of Titus from circumcision was because of false brethren. It was a protest against their false teachings. 

Unawares brought in; artfully introduced. 

Came in; to their meetings. 

To spy out our liberty; their liberty to dispense with Jewish rites. 

Into bondage; to the ceremonial law, which Paul contended was not binding under the gospel. 

Verse 5
No, not for an hour; they did not yield at all to the false brethren. 

Verse 6
Of those; the leading men referred to, verse Galatians 2:2. 

Maketh no matter; their reputation did not affect his standing as an apostle, or the correctness of his preaching and conduct. 

God accepteth no man’s person; he does not approve of men because of their talents, reputation, rank, or condition. 

Added nothing; to his authority as an apostle, or his doctrines as a minister of Christ. Men are prone, even in religion, to be governed by human opinions rather than by the word of God-to regard some man as master and head of the church, rather than Jesus Christ. But the great question should be, not what does this or that man think, but what do the Scriptures teach. 

Verse 7
Gospel of the uncircumcision; that he was commissioned by Christ to preach the gospel to the Gentiles, as Peter was to the Jews. 

Verse 9
Pillars; men of eminence among the apostles, and chief instruments in supporting the cause of Christ. 

The grace; the favor bestowed on Paul in preparing him for the work to which he was called. 

The right hands of fellowship; by this they acknowledged them as ministers of Christ. 

Verse 10
The poor; the needy Christians in Judea; obtain contributions from the Gentiles for them. 

Verse 11
Withstood him; rebuked, and reproved him. 

Was to be blamed; for his timidity, and time-serving spirit. 

Verse 12
From James; from Jerusalem, where James resided. 

Did eat with the Gentiles; in disregard of the ceremonial law. 

Of the circumcision; the Jews from Judea. 

Verse 13
Dissembled; disguised their sentiments. They knew that the Jewish ceremonial was done away by the gospel, and had practically acknowledged it by eating with the Gentiles. But now they were afraid to avow their true convictions. 

Verse 14
Livest after the manner of Gentiles; without observing the Jewish ceremonies. This was what Peter had been in the habit of doing. 

Compellest thou; setting an example, which, if they follow it, will lead them astray. 

Live as do the Jews; observe the ceremonial law. God foreknowing that some would be disposed to claim for Peter and his pretended successors peculiar prerogatives and honors, suffered him repeatedly to fall into great sins, and had them recorded in the Scriptures, that all might have infallible evidence that Peter was not a whit above the rest of the apostles. 

Verse 15
Jews by nature; born Jews. 

Sinners of the Gentiles; sunk in the idolatry and vices of the Gentiles. 

Verse 16
By the works of the law shall no flesh be justified; Paul and Peter, though Jews, believed this. Why then should Peter act as if it were necessary for the Gentiles to observe the ceremonial law? This was inconsistent, and adapted to make an erroneous impression on others. 

Verse 17
If, while we seek-are found sinners; if, in seeking justification and salvation from Christ, not from the works of the law, we ourselves also; we who are Jews by nature as well as the Gentiles, are found sinners; found, after all our seeking, to be still in a state of guilt and condemnation: is therefore Christ the minister of sin? has he introduced a gospel which leaves those who trust in it still sinners under the condemnation of the law, so that they must turn again from Christ to the law for justification? Paul states the conclusion which must inevitably follow, if men are obliged to go back to the Jewish ceremonial for salvation, and then indignantly denies it in the words, God forbid; let it not be. Christ is not the minister of sin; but in turning away from him, I make myself a sinner, as he proceeds to show. 

Verse 18
The things which I destroyed; the system of Jewish ceremonies, which, upon believing in Christ, I had destroyed, that is, given up as worthless. 

I make myself a transgressor; in going back from faith in Christ to the law. 

Verse 19
For I through the law am dead to the law; instead of thus going back to the law for justification, I have learned through the law itself to renounce the law as the means of my salvation. A true knowledge of God’s holy and spiritual law has taught me, that to a sinner, like me, it works death. Galatians 3:24; Romans 3:20; Romans 4:15; Romans 7:10. 

Might live unto God; in and through Christ. 

Verse 20
Crucified with Christ; through his death Paul had become dead to all expectation of salvation in any way except through faith in Christ; yet he was more active than ever, and from better motives. 

I live; a heavenly and divine life. 

Not I; not by my own power or goodness. 

Christ liveth in me; by his Spirit; and he is the cause of every thing right and good in me. The author and sustainer of divine life in the soul is Christ; and the means of rendering it vigorous is faith in him-forming between the soul and him a union, by virtue of which it receives of his fulness, grows in conformity to his image, and shows forth his glory. 

Verse 21
Do not frustrate the grace of God; set it aside as of no efficacy, as do the false teachers, by going back to the law for justification. 

If righteousness come by the law; if there is any other way of being justified and saved, except through Christ, his death was needless. Any system of salvation which dispenses with the atoning sacrifice of Christ, is a renunciation of the gospel, and a virtual proclamation that his death was in vain. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
Bewitched; fascinated, deluded. 

Set forth, crucified among you; or, set forth among you as crucified. Men who hope to be saved in any other way than through faith in Christ, are grossly deceived. Acts 4:10-12. 

Verse 2
This only would I learn of you; as much as to say, The answer to this question will abundantly convict you of your folly. 

The Spirit; the Holy Spirit, in his sanctifying and miraculous influences. 

By the works of the law; through the efficacy of your observance of the Jewish law, to which you are now turning. 

By the hearing of faith; by obeying the message of the gospel, which offers you salvation through faith in Christ. The answer is plain: It was not through the works of the law, but through the hearing of faith, that they had received the Holy Spirit; why then turn away from the latter to the former? 

Verse 3
In the Spirit; the Holy Spirit, as the minister of a spiritual dispensation. 

By the flesh; by the observance of the outward ceremonial law. 

Verse 4
Suffered so many things; on account of their professed attachment to Christ. 

If it be yet in vain; as it would be, if they should forsake the gospel for the Jewish ceremonial law. 

Verse 5
He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit; God, who bestows upon you the Holy Spirit. 

By the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? supply the answer, He does it by the hearing of faith, not by the works of the law. The effects of the gospel are conclusive evidence that is from God. 

Verse 7
Children of Abraham; like him in spirit, and justified in the same way, not by works, but by faith. 

Verse 8
Foreseeing; the Holy Ghost foreseeing, and in the Scriptures foretelling, that God would justify Gentiles as he did Abraham. 

In thee; as the spiritual father of all that believe. Genesis 12:3; Genesis 18:18; Genesis 22:18. Thus the glad tidings were announced to Abraham that God would bless and save the Gentiles through such faith as he exercised. The promises of God to Abraham and his seed were of spiritual blessings, justification by faith, and eternal life through Jesus Christ; not to believing Jews only, but to all who should believe, of all nations, in all ages. 

Verse 9
Blessed with faithful Abraham; accepted of God in the same way. 

Verse 10
Of the works of the law; are seeking justification by it. 

Under the curse; because they have not perfectly obeyed the law. 

Verse 11
The just shall live by faith; does not promise justification by faith, but by works. 

But; that is, but its language is. 

Shall live in them; by doing them. The law knows nothing of grace, but demands absolute obedience as its only condition of justification. Justification by faith and not by works is a doctrine taught in the Old Testament as well as in the New. 

Verse 12
The law is not of faith; does not promise justification by faith, but by works. 

But; that is, but its language is. 

Shall live in them; by doing them. The law knows nothing of grace, but demands absolute obedience as its only condition of justification. 

Verse 13
The curse of the law; the punishment which it threatens against transgressors. 

Made a curse; treated as accursed, in suffering for our sake the accursed death of the cross. Deuteronomy 21:23; 2 Corinthians 5:21, "made him to be sin for us." 

Verse 14
The blessing of Abraham; that which God promised to him and to all believers, justification through faith. 

Verse 15
After the manner of men; as they view and treat a covenant that has been ratified. 

Verse 16
His seed; Christ, as the head of his church; and through him, all believers, who constitute his body. 

He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; he does not make the promise to Abraham’s seeds, as if he were speaking of the many individual children of Abraham; in other words, were making the promise to each one of the many who are his children by outward descent. 

But as of one, And to thy seed; he makes the promise, as speaking of one, to one seed of Abraham. 

Which is Christ; that is, this one seed that receives the promise is Christ, and in him all believers, who constitute his body. 

Verse 17
The covenant; with Abraham and his seed. 

In Christ; as the promised seed. 

The law; given to Moses. The covenant of God with Abraham was made and confirmed in Christ; and the laws which were afterwards given, were not designed to alter it or change its conditions, but to lead men to comply with them, and thus obtain its blessings. 

Verse 18
The inheritance; of the spiritual blessings promised to Abraham and his seed. 

By promise; that the blessing should come, through Christ, to all who believe on him. As this promise was made and ratified long before the law was given, its blessings could not come from obedience to law. 

Verse 19
Wherefore then serveth the law? why was it added? Because of transgressions; the Jews were so prone to forsake God, worship idols, and commit all sorts of abominations, that the law was added to restrain them-to preserve among them the knowledge and worship of Jehovah, show them the desert of sin, their need of Christ and the nature of his salvation, and point them to him as the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world. 

Ordained by angels; given through the ministry of angels. 

In the hand of a mediator; namely, Moses. compare Exodus 20:19; Deuteronomy 5:5; Deuteronomy 5:27. 

Verse 20
Of one; one party. 

Is one; one party, the other party being man. 

Verse 21
Is the law then against the promises? was it designed to open another way of life, or in any degree to conflict with the promises? Certainly not, but to aid in their accomplishment. 

Verse 22
Hath concluded; declared all to be shut up under sin and condemnation, so that there is no way of escape except by faith in Christ. 

Verse 23
Before faith came; before Christ, the object of faith, came; or before the way of life through him was clearly revealed. 

Verse 24
The law was our schoolmaster; showing us our lost and guilty condition, and thus constraining us to come to Christ for salvation. In the ceremonial law, and in the whole Mosaic economy, God had a gracious design; and by it he produced, on all who rightly observed it, gracious effects: not by leading them to expect salvation by their ceremonial observances, but in leading them, through faith in Christ to become Abraham’s seed, and thus receive the blessing. 

Verse 25
No longer under a schoolmaster; having believed on Christ, he had adopted them as his children and given them in the gospel all needed instruction, so that they had no further need of the ritual observances of the law. 

Verse 27
Baptized into Christ; become united to him by faith, and according to his will openly professed to be his disciples. 

Have put on Christ; taken him as their leader, and professed to come under the controlling influence of his Spirit. 

Verse 28
One in Christ Jesus; possessed of one character; accepted in one way; belonging to one family; under one head, Christ; and equally entitled to all the blessings of salvation through him. 

Verse 29
Christ’s; united to Christ by believing on him. 

Abraham’s seed; for the one seed of Abraham to whom the promise was made is Christ, verse Galatians 3:16. All, then, that are united to Christ by faith are, in and through him, Abraham’s seed, and heirs of the promises made to Abraham. The rich spiritual blessings which God in his covenant with Abraham promised him and his seed, do not come by natural descent; they are not affected by age, rank, sex, or outward condition; but are the fruits of grace, given for Christ’s sake to all who by believing on him become children of Abraham in the sense of the covenant, and thus possess the character and sustain the relation of those to whom the promises were made. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
In carrying out his argument against Judaism, the apostle compares the covenant people, before the coming of Christ, to an heir under age kept in a state of servitude. 

Differeth nothing; as to the control of his person and property. 

Be lord of all; owner of the whole estate. 

Verse 2
The time appointed; for his taking possession of his inheritance. 

Verse 3
We; the covenant people of God before the advent of Christ, into whom, after his coming, the Gentiles also are incorporated by faith. 

When we were children; under the Old Testament dispensation, when the people of God were treated as in their minority, and subjected to many restraints from which under the gospel they are free. 

Elements of the world; the Mosaic rites and ceremonies. See, for a fuller explanation of these words, the note to Colossians 2:8. 

Verse 5
Receive the adoption of sons; pass from the condition and spirit of servants to the privileges and filial spirit of sons, in a state not of minority and servitude, but of manhood and freedom. 

Verse 6
Sent forth the Spirit; God by his Spirit has given you a filial temper, and taught you to use the language not of servants, but of sons. 

Abba; a Chaldee word for Father. Compare Romans 8:15-16, and notes. The only sure evidence of being born of God, adopted into his family, and made heirs of the blessings of his kingdom, is the possession of a filial spirit towards our Father in heaven-a spirit of confidence, affection, submission, and obedience; connected with faith in Christ and a hearty reliance on him for salvation. 

Verse 8
Ye; the gentile part of the church. 

No gods; idols. 

Verse 9
Have known God; have been led through the gospel to the knowledge of God. 

Or rather are known of God; as much as to say, I might better say that ye have been known of God-known as the objects of his love and favor; for this higher knowledge of you on God’s part, is the ground of your lower knowledge of him. 

Weak and beggarly elements; Jewish rites and forms, which can impart no real good. 

Verse 10
Days, and months, and times, and years; such as were required in the ceremonial law. This has no reference to the weekly Sabbath, which was established at the creation, and set apart by God, to be observed by all men in all ages, and was required in the moral law; but to the feasts, new moons, and sabbaths required in the ceremonial law, which was never binding except on Jews and those who embraced their religion, and when Paul wrote had for years been done away. 

Verse 11
I am afraid of you; he was fearful that they were depending for salvation on Jewish ceremonies, not on Christ; in which case his labor to bring them to Christ would be lost. There has always been a proneness in some professors of religion to depend for salvation upon the observance of rites, forms, and ceremonies, rather than on Christ. In such cases there is reason to fear that all efforts to save them and all their professions have hitherto been in vain. 

Verse 12
Be as I am; for I am as ye are; according to some, Be united to me in love, as I am to you. Make to me the return of love which I bestow on you. Compare 2 Corinthians 6:13, and note there. Others understand him to mean, Be as I am in renouncing dependence on Judaism; for I, though by birth a Jew, have become, in this respect, like you Gentiles. Compare 1 Corinthians 9:21. 

Ye have not injured me; I have no injuries to charge upon you which have changed my love towards you: what I say is from pure regard to your welfare. Others suppose the apostle to mean, Hitherto ye have showed me only love and kindness, as he goes on to show. 

Verse 13
Infirmity of the flesh; 1 Corinthians 2:3; 2 Corinthians 10:10; 2 Corinthians 12:7. 

Verse 14
Received me-as Christ Jesus; with great cordiality, affection, and confidence. 

Verse 15
Plucked out your own eyes; have made any sacrifice to comply with my wishes. 

Verse 17
They; the false teachers professed a great regard for the Galatians, that they might detach them from Paul, and attach them to themselves. This would, as the apostle saw, be at the peril of their salvation, for then the awful words of our Lord would be fulfilled to them: If the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. 

Verse 18
As zeal in a good cause, united with judgment, is excellent and adapted to give a person influence, false teachers often make great professions, and express high regard for the welfare of the people. All should therefore be on their guard against wolves in sheep’s clothing, and take heed not only how but what they hear, prove all things by the word of God, and hold fast that only which is thus found to be good. 

Verse 19
Until Christ be formed in you; till the new man that lives by faith in Christ be fully formed in you, so that you shall no longer be in you, so that you shall no longer be in danger of being drawn away from Christ to Judaism. 

Verse 20
To change my voice; from this expression of doubt and concern to one of satisfaction and joy. 

For I stand in doubt of you; am perplexed respecting you. He intimates his fervent desire to be delivered from this perplexity, by seeing them established in the faith of Christ, so that he should no longer be obliged to employ towards them the tone of severity. 

Verse 21
Hear the law; attend to and receive the instruction which may be drawn from this portion of it to which I invite your attention. 

Verse 22
It is written; Genesis 16:15; Genesis 21:2-3. 

Verse 23
Born after the flesh; without any special divine interposition. 

By promise; the special and peculiar favor of God, graciously and unexpectedly bestowed. 

Verse 24
Which things; those which relate to these two sons, Ishmael and Isaac. 

An allegory; aptly represent the bondage of those who are under the ceremonial law and seek justification from it, and the freedom of those who embrace the gospel and expect justification only through faith in Christ. 

For these; these two women, Sarah and Hagar. 

Are the two covenants; fit representations of the two; namely, that with Abraham, which was confirmed of God in Christ, and that with Moses, which was made at mount Sinai. 

Gendereth to bondage; bears children to bondage; is herself a bond women, and bears children in the same condition with herself. There is here a blending together of Hagar and the covenant which she represents. The children of the Mosaic covenant represented by Hagar are those who live under it. 

Agar; in Hebrew, Hagar. Facts recorded by direction of the Holy Ghost in the Old Testament, are often striking illustrations of truths revealed in the New, and were designed by God to convey momentous instruction to man-kind. Hence the reason why so great a portion of the Old Testament is history; and the more it is understood, the more, by all good men, will it be valued. 

Verse 25
Agar is mount Sinai; her case and that of her son Ishmael well represent the covenant at Sinai and those who are in bondage to its burdensome rites. 

Answereth to Jerusalem which now is; as is the case with the present inhabitants of Jerusalem who reject the Messiah, and are therefore in bondage to the Mosaic law. 

Verse 26
Jerusalem which is above; the true spiritual Jerusalem, which has its centre in heaven, where Christ its head is. The Christian church, which is made up of believers in Christ, both Jews and Gentiles, may well be represented by Sarah the free princess, and Isaac her free son and heir of the covenant blessings promised through grace to his father. 

Of us all; all who are in Christ through faith. 

Verse 27
For it is written; Isaiah 54:1; a prophecy which plainly relates to the Christian dispensation. 

Thou barren-desolate; the gentile church, or rather the church under the Christian dispensation, which knows no distinction between Jews and Gentiles. She is represented as remaining unmarried and barren till the coming of Christ. 

She which hath a husband; the old Jewish church, whose husband was God. 

Verse 28
We; believers in Christ. 

Verse 29
So it is now; as Ishmael opposed Isaac, so the unbelieving Jews, called, in verse Galatians 4:25, Jerusalem which now is, and who were still in bondage to the law, persecuted Christians. 

Verse 30
The scripture; Genesis 21:10-12. As the bond woman and her son were cast out, so all subjection to Mosaic rites should be cast out or excluded from the Christian church; and so all who continue to seek justification by the law, will be cast off by God for rejecting the way of salvation which he has provided through his Son. 

Verse 31
Not children of the bondwoman; not under the Mosaic dispensation represented by her, but under the gospel dispensation represented by the free-woman. Of course we are free from subjection to Mosaic rites and ceremonies, and cannot without great guilt and danger seek salvation from the observance of them. A state of freedom is much to be preferred to a state of bondage. One in the view of God is a fit representation of the darkness and burdensome restrictions of the Mosaic dispensation, a yoke which, the apostle says, neither the first Christians nor their fathers were able to bear. The other is a fit emblem of the light, liberty, and glory of the gospel. Under the blessings of the one, men have no right to take upon themselves or impose upon their fellow-men the disabilities and burdens of the other. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
Stand fast; be firm, steadfast, and persevering. 

Yoke of bondage; to Jewish ceremonies. 

Verse 2
If ye be circumcised; that is, circumcised as a profession of your dependence for salvation on the law of Moses. Acts 15:1. It was not against the simple rite of circumcision that the apostle contended, for Timothy was circumcised under his direction as a prudential measure, to avoid the prejudices of the Jews, Acts 16:3; but against circumcision as necessary to salvation, which was the error of the false teachers among the Galatians. 

Christ shall profit you nothing; for ye have left him for the law. 

Verse 3
He is a debtor to do the whole law; for by circumcision he professes his dependence on his works for salvation, and must therefore perfectly obey the whole law. Salvation, if obtained, will then be of debt, not of grace. Chap Galatians 3:12; Romans 4:4. 

Verse 4
Justified by the law; are depending upon the law for justification. 

Fallen from grace; have renounced God’s gracious mode of justification through faith in Christ. 

Verse 5
We; true Christians. 

Righteousness; the righteousness which God gives through faith. Romans 1:17. True Christians to the end of life depend on Christ for salvation, and expect it only through faith in him. Those who depend on their works, must through their whole lives neglect no duty and commit no sin, but in all things obey perfectly the whole law of God, or they will be lost. 

Verse 6
In Jesus Christ; in obtaining salvation through him. 

Faith which worketh by love; that confidence in him which has love for its foundation, and which leads to obedience. 

Verse 8
This persuasion; that it was needful to be circumcised and observe Jewish rites in order to be saved. 

Of him that calleth you; of God. 

Verse 9
A little leaven; error introduced by a few false teachers. 

Leaveneth the whole lump; corrupts the whole body of the church. As error begun in a church tends to increase and to corrupt the whole, it should be renounced and abandoned as soon as discovered; and all should watch and be on their guard against the beginning of evil. 

Verse 10
None otherwise minded; that they would, on reflection, agree with him in this matter. 

He that troubleth you; by propagating error. 

Bear his judgment; receive punishment. 

Verse 11
If I yet preach; that circumcision is needful to salvation, as the false teachers maintained. 

Then; if he had so preached he would have agreed with the Jews, and escaped their persecutions. 

Verse 13
Liberty; freedom for Jewish ceremonies, and from the condemning power of the law. 

For an occasion to the flesh; as a pretext for the indulgence of fleshly lusts. The apostle is careful to distinguish between true Christian liberty from the bondage of Judaism and Antinomian licentiousness. 

Serve; do good to one another. Freedom from the ceremonial law, and through faith in Christ, from the condemning power of the moral law, and from the necessity of perfectly obeying it in order to salvation, do not lessen but increase a man’s obligation to keep it; and such freedom will secure a hearty obedience. 

Verse 14
All the law; the requirements of the law with regard to our fellow-men. 

Verse 15
If ye bite and devour; contend with and injure one another. 

Verse 16
Walk in the Spirit; live under his influence and follow his directions. 

Not fulfill the lust of the flesh; not follow sinful inclinations or comply with temptations to sin. 

Verse 17
Lusteth against; strongly desires what the Holy Spirit forbids. 

The Spirit against the flesh; the Holy Spirit and all that is right in Christians oppose the indulgence of sinful desires. Hence a warfare in the soul, and thus they do not the good they otherwise would, and which they desire to do. Compare Romans 7:15-25. 

Verse 18
Led of the Spirit; follow his guidance. 

Not under the law; as a covenant of works, but are delivered from its condemning power. No one is delivered from the condemning power of the law, or overcomes the corruptions of his heart, except under the influence of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 19
The works of the flesh; those to which corrupt human nature prompts, and when not restrained, produces. 

Verse 22
The fruit of the Spirit; that which he produces in those who follow his guidance. 

Verse 24
Have crucified the flesh; have, through grace, overcome the reigning power of sin, and are now habitually weakening and destroying its influence. 

Verse 25
If we live in the Spirit; if our inner life be in the Spirit; that is, received from the Spirit, sustained by him, and conformed to him in character. 

Let us also walk in the Spirit; let our outward life also be in the Spirit; in other words, let it be conformed to him in character, so that our inward principles and outward conduct shall be in harmony with each other. 

Verse 26
Vainglory; empty applause, which puffs up with pride. 

Provoking one another; by claims of superiority, or haughty, imperious behavior. 

Envying one another; for any real or supposed excellence or distinction. For every thing excellent and praise worthy, men are indebted to the grace of God. They have therefore no good reason for self-complacency or exaltation, but much for humility and gratitude. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1
Ye which are spiritual; advanced in Christian knowledge and experience. The most spiritual Christians, and those most advanced in knowledge and piety, are still exposed to aggravated sins. This should make them kind and compassionate towards all sinners, and active in efforts to reclaim them. It should make them also watchful, humble, and prayerful; remembering that but for the grace of God they might have been among the chief of sinners. 

Verse 2
One another’s burdens; of weakness, temptation, and sorrow. 

The law of Christ; to love one another as he has loved them. John 15:12. 

Verse 3
Think himself to be something; have a high conceit of his own knowledge and attainments as a Christian. 

Verse 4
Prove his own work; put it to the test by comparing it with God’s word, the Bible. 

Then; if it is shown by that to be right. 

In himself alone; in the evidence which he has of his own conformity in heart and life to God’s truth. 

And not in another; not in his fancied superiority over his neighbor. Each man should compare his views, motives, and conduct with the Bible. If they agree with that they are right, and he may rejoice in them as evidences that he is born of God and is an heir of heaven. But if they do not, they are wrong, and must be changed, or whatever he or others may think, he will be an outcast from God and all good for ever. 

Verse 5
His own burden; the load imposed on him by his own sins. The word in the original is different from that used in verse Galatians 6:2. 

Verse 6
All good things; things needful for his support. 

Verse 7
Is not mocked; will not allow men to trifle with him or his requirements. 

Verse 8
Soweth to his flesh; by the indulgence of the lusts of his flesh. Compare chap Galatians 5:19-21. 

Of the flesh; as the result of sowing to it. 

Reap corruption; corruption in the widest sense, the ruin of body and soul. 

Soweth to the Spirit; by devoting himself to the works of the Spirit, chap Galatians 5:22-24. Life is the seed-time for eternity, and the fruit of what each one here sows he will there for ever reap. 

Verse 9
In due season; the proper time, that which God has appointed to give the reward. 

Verse 12
A fair show in the flesh; in outward observances, and thus to be in good repute with men of fleshly minds. 

Lest they should suffer; persecution from the Jews, if they neglected circumcision and preached the doctrines of the cross. False teachers refrain from proclaiming the truth as it is in Jesus, not only because they dislike it, but to avoid the opposition to which it would expose them, and to become popular with the wicked. 

Verse 13
Glory in your flesh; in having induced you to be circumcised, and thus to join their party. 

Verse 14
By whom; or, by which, referring to the cross. 

The world is crucified; has lost its power to control me, and I my desire to follow it. 

Verse 15
In Christ Jesus; chap Galatians 5:6. 

A new creature; John 3:3; 2 Corinthians 5:17. 

Verse 16
This rule; the truth which he had declared. 

The Israel of God; all his true worshippers. 

Verse 17
Let no man trouble me; with such opposition as he had received from false teachers. 

The marks of the Lord Jesus; scars of the wounds he had received in the cause of Christ, on account of his attachment to him and his zeal in serving him. Those who have been created in Christ Jesus unto good works, and are living not unto themselves but unto him, have the substance of true religion, and will not be disposed to contend about the shadow. They will earnestly desire and fervently pray that grace, mercy, and peace may be multiplied to all who love the Lord Jesus Christ, and walk according to the rules of his word. 

